
Education Benefits for Minnesota's Iraq Veterans

Minnesota Members of Congress are working to ensure that state National Guard
soldiers returning from Iraq receive their full education benefits as soon as possible. 

Half of the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division's returning members were wrongly
denied the benefits they deserve for their extended service in Iraq through an unexplained error.
Army officials are working to resolve the mistake, but say they do not have the authority to fix
the problem immediately. ( Click here  to learn more about the situation.) 

Minnesota Members have: 

     
    -  Sent a  letter to the Secretary of the Army  (PDF) and  received his personal commitment
to resolve the issue.
 
    -  Convinced the Army to send a team of experts to Minnesota  to help affected soldiers get
their full education benefits in time for the spring semester.
 
    -  Secured a hearing on the situation  before the House Committee on Veterans Affairs on
October 18, 2007 at 2:00 p.m.   
    -  Sponsored two pieces of legislation ( H.R. 3882  and H.R. 3741 ) to correct the error.  
    -  Sent a  letter to President Bush  (PDF) calling on him to fix the mistake through an
Executive Order, if necessary.   

  

Service members seeking assistance with this issue or other veterans benefits and
reintegration concerns are encouraged to contact Rep. McCollum's St. Paul office:

  

Phone - (651) 224-9191 
Fax - (651) 224-3056
Click here to contact us online

  Address - 
165 Western Avenue North, #17
St. Paul, MN 55102  
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http://www.mccollum.house.gov/intermediate.asp?link=http://www.mankatofreepress.com/local/local_story_278003356.html
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http://veterans.house.gov/hearings/hearing.aspx?NewsID=139
http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.03882:
http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.03741:
images/stories/constituentservices/40E08A17-E332-46B8-9E05-6297D950F475.pdf
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